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Dear Mr Brechin, 

Coronavirus Update  

We write with reference to the above and thank you for your correspondence to us dated 25th 

March 2020, which we duly shared with our Membership.  We have also been making our 

Members aware of the national SCRA responses, posted on your organisation’s website. We 

are writing to you directly as you had been good enough to correspond with us previously in 

relation to matters, and we are keen to maintain an open dialogue with partner agencies in 

these uncertain times.  

 

We note that a further four weeks have now elapsed since your correspondence and we would 

appreciate it if you could please provide to us a further up date in relation to matters. It may 

be that you are not in a position to provide the information requested, and if this is the case, 

please confirm who we should direct our enquiries to. 

 

Our Members are committed to achieving best outcomes for persons that find themselves 

involved in the Hearing system, for whatever reason. One of the central ways of achieving 
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that is by participation. We appreciate that Hearings cannot take place in the manner that we 

are used at this time. We note that at that time of your last communication, it had been 

envisaged that Virtual hearings would commence as soon as possible. 

 

It is our understanding that the technology is not yet such that legal representatives can 

participate. Do you have any understanding of when that can be expected? Are social work 

representatives similarly affected? It would be helpful if you could please indicate if there is a 

reason for the delay, as we note from SCRA’s joint statement with Children’s Hearing 

Scotland on 27th March 2020 that it was hoped that by the week commencing 6th April 2020, 

a plan would be in place in respect of participation at local level. However, from the Joint 

Statement of 20th April 2020, we note the timescales attached to same are for the weeks 

commencing 20th and 27th April, with national rollout in the week commencing 4th May 2020. 

From your understanding, is it likely that this can be achieved in Glasgow in this timescale? 

 

We note from the update posted on SCRA’s website on 20th April 2020,  that letters will be 

issued to children, young people and relevant persons with instructions in relation to how to 

attend a virtual hearing. Please confirm if the issuing of such letters has commenced in 

Glasgow. Given that the technology is not operating to the extent of social workers and legal 

representatives being able to participate, could you please advise when it is envisaged that the 

first hearing to include these participants is likely to take place in Glasgow? It would also be 

helpful if you could please advise as to whether it is envisaged that all hearings which are 

taking place at this time, will be able to take place by way of a virtual Hearing. 

 

 

Central to the issues of participation is ensuring that those persons engaged in a Hearing have 

all the appropriate information available to them. Could you please confirm whether Panel 
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Members have been receiving their sets of panel papers the required three days in advance of 

all Hearings that have taken place in Glasgow, since SCRA was unable to conduct direct 

Hearings? We note that in lieu of the ability of children, young persons and relevant person to 

be in virtual attendance, it has been encouraged that legal representatives as well as parties 

themselves, can make written submissions to be placed before the Hearing. We would 

welcome confirmation that such written submissions are being placed before Panel Members 

for their consideration, in full, in advance of the Hearing. Please also confirm that a full set of 

panel papers can be made available to legal representatives, with the required secure email 

system, if requested. 

 

We would welcome any other assistance and information that you are able to provide and we 

look forward to continuing working alongside yourself and your colleagues.  

 

Yours sincerely  

 

The Executive Committee of the Glasgow Bar Association 

 

  


