
During the coronavirus pandemic, the below procedure has been put in place for dealing 
with bail reviews for summary and solemn cases, which has been approved by the Sheriff 
Principal:- 
 
 
 

1. On receipt of the review application both the defence and Crown will be contacted by the 
Clerk and asked if they consent to the sheriff deciding the application on the basis of their 
written submissions.  Parties will be advised that the sheriff will decide the application 
remotely from home as if it were considered in chambers. Both the Crown and the defence 
must confirm in their written submissions that they consent to the application being decided 
remotely.  Parties will be advised that the usual appeal provisions would still apply. If there is 
no consent then a hearing would be fixed in the normal course. 
 

1. If there is consent the parties will prepare written submissions in respect of the application 
and email them to the sheriff clerk (email address - 
glasgowbailreviews@scotcourts.gov.uk) within 72 hours from the date of the application or 
as soon as possible thereafter bearing in mind the application has to be decided within 7 
days of intimation of the application to the Crown.   The defence will also be afforded the 
opportunity to respond to Crown submissions.  If the Crown are relying on the accused’s 
previous convictions, for any reason, in opposition to the application then they must include 
a copy of those previous convictions.  If the defence are relying on documents in support of 
their application these must be included. Copies will suffice. 

 
2. Once the parties submissions have been received the clerk should then Email a copy 

of the bail review application to the sheriff together with: 
 
1. A copy of the complaints / indictment/petition detailing the charges.  
2. A copy of any court minute dealing with bail. 
3. A copy of any existing bail order if bail was granted.  
4. A copy of the written submissions. 
5. A copy of the accused’s previous convictions (if applicable) and 
6. A copy of any supporting documents from the defence (if applicable). 

 
A decision on the application will then be made and emailed to the clerk who will intimate it 
to the parties.  The solicitor will be emailed the change of conditions to then advise the 
accused and confirm by email to the sheriff clerk that this has been done.  Sheriff clerk will 
by RD, post out the new bail order to the accused.  

 
 


