
SCRA Update – 11th June 2020  

 

We have been given a further update for Gordon Brechin at SCRA about the 

operation of Children's Hearings, as follows;  

 

' As you may be aware there has been quite a bit of activity over the last 

couple of weeks and I wanted to update you  

  

·         The First Minister did announce a return of face-to face 

Hearings as part of Phase 1 of the lifting of restrictions. 

·         We are currently carrying out tests on the building, for example 

water etc, to ensure they are safe for staff to return. This will include 

social distancing measures and the physical change of some Hearing 

rooms to comply with public health regulations. Whilst we await the 

outcome of these tests we are hoping the building will be open in 

some form by the end of the month. 

·         We are working with CHS around Hearing management issues 

to ensure social distancing and health and safety is maintained. For 

example, how many can be in the room at one time, remote 

participation etc.. 

·         We will let you know when we are in a position to return to 

face-to face Hearings, but we are actively working towards this. 

·         The return of staff will also bring about changes to our 

operating model. In particular, the production of papers and 

notifications. We envisage papers will be available via our Business 

Connect model and physically through postage. 

·         We have begun sending out letters to children and relevant 

persons where orders were extended via emergency legislation. If they 

wish a Hearing to take place we have an obligation to have one as 

soon as possible. 

·         The Court has begun to assign proof diets this week. 

·         There was a recent judicial review around direct contact. 

SCRA’s view, who was a party in these proceedings, was that there 

were no restrictions in law that would prohibit direct contact taking 

place. It is obviously a matter for Hearing’s to make decisions that 

they deem to be in the best interest of the child after considering all 

the circumstances before them. This, I suspect will be an emerging 

issue in practice.' 

 

 

We are continuing to liaise with SCRA and are able to feed into the 

Glasgow CHIP meetings. If there are any issues that members wish us 

to raise, please contact us at info@glasgowbarassociation.co.uk  
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