
 
 

 

      Room1.29 

                   Glasgow Sheriff Court 

         1 Carlton Place, 

Glasgow 

        G5 9DA 

 

28th July 2020 

By email only  

GeoAmey 

Cc Neil Christie 

Cc Sheriff Principal Turnbull 

Cc COPFS 

Cc Police Service of Scotland 
 

Dear Sirs 

 

GBA Concerns in relation to custody access 

 

I write on behalf of the Glasgow Bar Association in relation to the custody facilities at 

Glasgow Sheriff Court. It seems clear that the current arrangements are unsatisfactory. 

The last three consecutive Monday custody courts have seen accused numbers in excess 

of 60, the largest volume since lockdown. Indeed, yesterday’s custody numbers were the 

largest to date and it is arising from the concerns associated with these increasing 

numbers and associated problems of volume and processing these custodies that I find it 

necessary to correspond with you.  Delays in solicitors seeing their client(s) is having a 

knock-on effect on being able to progress court appearances in an efficient manner and 

necessitates solicitors being in the building for longer periods than should be necessary, 

particularly in the current climate where there are no canteen facilities on offer.  

 

I was advised by members yesterday that yet again there has been undue delay in being 

able to see clients with long queues forming in the public basement corridor and solicitors 

waiting more than half an hour to see clients. Moreover, further delay was caused by not 

having enough staff available to deal with prisoners who are under observation, meaning 

prisoners having to wait at Cathcart police station to be transported to court.  

 

There are only four rooms in use, with this being reduced to three yesterday. There are 

other rooms in the building that could be used. For instance in the cell area the interview 

rooms at the rear there could have been in use throughout this period and the ones at the 

front can be used and will be used again from 10th August according to a recent letter I 

have received from the Sheriff Principal, with appropriate social distancing measures put 

in place. I now acknowledge receipt of the correspondence issued by email this morning 

from Ms. Dyer indicating that some of the interview rooms in the cells area will be  
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utilised from tomorrow, increasing capacity to 9. I have asked for this previously and the 

response was simply to shut the whole cell area down and put the present unworkable 

arrangement in place. No discussion or consultation took place with us as an Association 

representing the solicitors who are the principal end users of these facilities, before access 

to the cell area was excluded. We are pleased to note the new safety measures that will be 

implemented and we will inform our members of this arrangement, effective tomorrow.  

 

The Association’s concern was that the current arrangements were only likely to 

deteriorate as the court business is increased and more remand custody cases appear in 

addition to the growing number of new custodies.  

 

The Executive Committee of the Glasgow Bar Association considers that the following is 

essential to improve matters –  

 

1. The immediate fixing of the fourth interview room in the basement. 

 

2. If possible, the use of buzzer telecom entries to each of these rooms or 

alternatively, the constant manning of the basement corridor by SCTS staff who 

require to allow Agents access to these interview rooms at Court 2. (It is not 

uncommon at present for interview rooms to be empty and for there to be a queue 

of Agents wating, unaware that rooms could be used because they do not have 

easy access.) 

 

3. The utilisation of additional interview rooms on the ground floor and at the rear of 

the cells area when custody numbers justify these.  

 

4. More GeoAmey staff are required in this area if it is to operate with any kind of 

efficiency to prevent delay of prisoner processing for Agent interviews and the 

associated delays in their appearance from custody. If possible, the permanent 

relocation of staff to the interview rooms outwith the cells area will allow an 

Agent to speak directly to a staff member for their client to be brought through 

from the holding area.  

 

5. More interview rooms are urgently required and we are pleased to note there has 

been an early awareness of this, particularly on the days where there is a high 

volume of custodies. The Sheriff Principal confirmed the intention to have the cell 

area reopened in the week commencing 10th August. The Executive Committee 

considers there are merits in doing this sooner for the reasons detailed herein. The 

earlier than planned reintroduction of interview rooms in the cells area is most 

welcome. The staff (both SCTS and GeoAmey) need to be there at all times to 

allow solicitor access and be aware of room availability.  

 

 

6. Lastly, on the most recent busy Monday Courts, as not all accused can be 

accommodated in the cells at once, there does not appear to have been a 

coordinated effort between COPFS, Police Service of Scotland and SCTS to know  
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which papers have been marked and to have that accused brought to court. An 

improvement in this coordination will prevent a situation arising where the Court 

has papers for 1pm and the accused is not brought to Court until 6.30pm, as has 

been happening to date. It is for these reasons that we are issuing this 

correspondence to the relevant justice partners in the hope that we can all work 

together to improve matters. 

 

I conclude by confirming that our Executive Committee is more than willing to discuss 

with you all how we can improve the present arrangements. Even with the reintroduction 

of some of the interview rooms in the cells area, improvements need to be done and they 

need to be done now. 

 

I look forward to receiving your response as soon as possible. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Billy Lavelle, 

 

President, 

 

Glasgow Bar Association. 

 

 


