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CUSTODY COURT DIRECT ACTION TODAY  

 

We are writing to explain why we have had to take the difficult decision to take direct action in today’s custody 

courts.  

 

It is crucial to a civilised and fair society that those accused of crime are properly represented in court by an 

independent lawyer. Many of those whom the state chooses to prosecute cannot adequately represent 

themselves and lack the financial means to pay for a lawyer. Independent representation in these circumstances 

is paid for by Legal Aid.  

 

We, as Legal Aid lawyers are working in the vast majority of cases for rates of pay which are lower than they 

were in 1999 in absolute terms. Factor in inflation and the real reduction approaches 50%. Years of reasonable 

attempts to have this outrageous situation remedied have been met with responses by the Scottish Government 

which have been contemptuous and insulting. Only a degree of progress has recently been made. 

 

The latest reasonable requests included asking for grant aid to pay for the substantial additional costs 

occasioned by the pandemic and a response to the fact that defence lawyers’ incomes have been badly affected 

by COVID 19 as many court cases stalled.  

 

Recent promises of financial assistance have not been fulfilled and public holidays have been withdrawn 

without consultation. The strain on defence agents is now such that the existence of a strong independent 

criminal bar and the survival of many firms is threatened. The future ability of the profession to continue to 

provide such a service nationally is in doubt unless this trend is reversed. 

 

We cannot stand by and let that crucial element of Scottish society collapse. We are therefore taking this action 

today in the hope that circumstances can be improved, to help us to help you.  

 

Thank you for your understanding and your support us as we provide a limited service today. Your own 

solicitor may provide us with detailed instructions about your case to appear on your behalf today. They 

will then receive a report of the outcome and will continue to represent you in relation to these 

proceedings. 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

The Executive Committee of the Glasgow Bar Association  


