Practice Note
Virtual Custody Court Pilot

This practice note sets out the arrangements for the virtual custody court pilot in the
Sheriffdom of Glasgow & Strathkelvin. It replaces the Practice Note – Virtual Custody Court
Pilot dated 19 January 2021 which is revoked with immediate effect.
1.

The virtual custody court pilot commenced on 25 August 2020 in Glasgow Sheriff

Court.
2.

For the purposes of the pilot, and subject to the restrictions set out below at

paragraph 6, first appearances from custody in all domestic cases (petition and summary)
will be conducted by live television link between Glasgow Sheriff Court and one of the
following Police Scotland (“PS”) Custody Centres:
•
•
•
•
3.

744 Aikenhead Road, Glasgow; (hereinafter referred to as “Cathcart”);
923 Helen Street, Glasgow; (hereinafter referred to as “Govan”);
851 London Road, Glasgow (hereinafter referred to as “London Road”; and
50 Stewart Street, Glasgow (hereinafter referred to as “Stewart Street”).
PS will hold all accused persons in domestic custody cases at one of the said Custody

Centres.
4.

PS will carry out an assessment of all domestic custodies. In the event that the

assessment determines that an accused person will be unable to participate fully in the
proceedings if they were to be conducted by live television link, the accused will be
conveyed to Glasgow Sheriff Court for the first appearance from custody to be in person.
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5.

PS will notify the solicitor for each accused person of the Custody Centre that the

accused person is being held at and that the first appearance will be conducted by live
television link or in person, as the case may be.
6.

The first appearance of accused persons falling within the following categories will

not take place by live television link:
•

Those requiring an interpreter

•

Those determined by PS (under paragraph 4 above) as being unable to participate
fully in the proceedings if they were to be conducted by live television link.

•
7.

Those who propose to represent themselves.
For the avoidance of any doubt, notwithstanding a determination by PS that an

accused person is suitable to participate fully in the proceedings if they are to be conducted
by live television link, it will be open to the solicitor for an accused person to make
representations to the sheriff that the first appearance should not be conducted by live
television link.
8.

The solicitor for an accused person should contact the Crown Office & Procurator

Fiscal Service (“COPFS”) by e-mail (GlasgowPleaResolution@copfs.gov.uk). COPFS will
provide a copy of the papers via CJSM (secure e-mail).
9.

If requested, private consultations between accused persons and their solicitors prior

to the first appearance from custody will be facilitated. Private consultations can take place
in person at the Custody Centre at which the accused person is held; or by live television
link. Consultations by live television link can be conducted by solicitors from either Glasgow
Sheriff Court or from the solicitor’s own mobile device.
10.

Glasgow Sheriff Court has three computer terminals from which a consultation by

live television link can be conducted. One is located in the room adjacent to court 3; the
remaining two are located within the interview booths in the GBA library. For the avoidance
of any doubt, the computer terminals within the interview booths in the GBA library will be
available for use by solicitors who are not members of the GBA.
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11.

Instructions in respect of consultation by mobile device are set out in the Appendix

to this practice note.
12.

To arrange a private consultations the solicitor for an accused person should contact

the relevant Custody Centre by telephone:
•
•
•
•
13.

Cathcart
Govan
London Road
Stewart Street

07513 134153;
0141 532 5530;
0141 532 4731; and
0141 532 3066

Staff from COPFS will be available from 11 am on the day of the court to discuss

issues of bail and acceptable pleas in relation to domestic cases calling that day. To discuss
cases the solicitor for an accused person should contact COPFS by telephone (0141 420 7001).
14.

The first appearances from custody in all domestic cases (petition and summary) will

call in court 1 at Glasgow Sheriff Court.
15.

If, in the course of the first appearance, a matter arises upon which the solicitor for

the accused requires to take instructions, a further private consultation will be facilitated.
16.

If requested, private consultations between accused persons and their solicitors

subsequent to the first appearance from custody will be facilitated. Private consultations can
take place by the methods set out in paragraph 9 above or, at the sole discretion of the
solicitor for the accused person, by telephone. Private consultations between accused
persons and their solicitors prior to the conclusion of the first appearance from custody will
take priority over post-appearance consultations.
17.

The pilot will not operate on Monday 19 July 2021; Monday 27 September 2021;

Monday 6 December 2021; Monday 27 December 2021; and on such other dates as I may,
from time to time, direct.

Sheriff Principal C.D.Turnbull
5 July 2021
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