
 
      Room1.29 

                           Glasgow Sheriff Court 

         1 Carlton Place, Glasgow 

        G5 9DA 

 

7th September 2021 

By Email only 

Mr. Neil Christie, 

Sheriff Clerk, 

Glasgow Sheriff Court, 

1 Carlton Place,  

Glasgow, G5 9DA. 

 

 

Dear Neil, 

 

Custody Pilots at Glasgow Sheriff Court on 8th and 20th September, 2021 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Executive Committee of the Glasgow Bar Association to object in 

the strongest possible terms to the proposals you have made to:- 

 

1. Suspend the calling of warrant cases from 10am, thus depriving the accused of their 

liberty for at least another three hours on each of these days and in some case, 

substantially longer; and 

 

2. Suspend the requirement of those deemed vulnerable from appearing at Court and to 

proceed by video conference only on these days (except in exceptional circumstances 

which you have given no indication what these exceptional circumstances would amount 

to). 

 

I did not receive a copy of the Agenda and previous Minutes of the local Justice Board meeting 

which took place on 24th August 2021. I am concerned that no consultation has taken place, 

given the collaborative work that was undertaken in identifying those accused who would be 

deemed vulnerable and thus excluded from the Custody VC pilots. I see no reason being 

justifiable for the suspension of existing practice at Glasgow Sheriff Court for the 

aforementioned other than to inflate the afternoon custody courts as a dry run for COP26. Even 

then, the figures in custody will have no bearing upon the projected custody numbers for COP26 

and is further contradicted by what we understand will be the intention of the police to transport 

as many of those accused from COP26 to court for processing to free up the cells for the next 

tranche of accused.  
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I would therefore call upon you to give immediate consideration to suspending the pilots in so far 

as they relate to the two issues our Association takes exception to. We cannot condone a pilot 

which will deprive an accused person of their liberty for longer than is necessary nor vulnerable 

accused effective participation in the due process of their custody appearance. 

 

You may be aware that the following require to be addressed as there is ongoing feedback from 

members about VC custody appearances –  

 

1. A lack of telephone for the custody suites, requiring Agents to call multiple times and 

causing a delay to communication between Agent and accused. 

 

2. A lack of resources for consultation by VC in advance of the appearance from custody. 

 

3. Even those deemed fit to participate in custody appearances by VC report that they have 

not heard or understood all of the proceedings and on occasion, they have not been able 

to hear what their bail address is or special conditions of bail are. 

 

Appearance by VC should not be a default position. The accused are not guinea pigs to be used 

for experiments. If any practitioner has concerns about receiving instructions and the accused 

cannot meet the as yet undefined exceptional circumstance threshold, they will have to consider 

if they can continue to act if they cannot discharge their professional obligations. 

 

This is a matter of the utmost seriousness and urgency. I could never have imagined the scenario 

where SCTS would propose a pilot such as this and not expect resistance from the Defence, or 

any agency interested in civil liberties and human rights. I have in the meantime alerted our 

members and those interested parties to the proposal and our position.   

 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Fiona McKinnon, President, 

 

Glasgow Bar Association 
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