
 
      Room1.29 

                   Glasgow Sheriff Court 

         1 Carlton Place, 

Glasgow 

        G5 9DA 

 

31st October, 2021 

 

By Email only 

 

Mr. Kingsley Thomas, 

Head of Criminal Legal Assistance - SLAB 

 

Dear Kingsley, 

 

SLAB duty scheme during COP26 

 

Further to our communications in relation to this matter, please confirm if any alterations 

have been made to those authorised by your organisation to attend as duty solicitor for 

the conference period? While I have noted your refusal to publish the current rota, I am 

enquiring if the list for the current plan has been altered in any way about the Firms and 

solicitors, compared to the list suspended for the conference but to be reinstated after it 

and in place until 4th March 2022.  

 

As a result of this refusal to publish the plan, I am writing to confirm that for all of those 

Firms who opted out, they will not be undertaking their scheduled duty between now and 

19th November. 

 

I note that on the amended published plan, you make reference to the following 

undertaking duty from 15th to 19th November –  

 

1. Petition – McGreevy and Co. Solicitors. 

 

2. Summary and Undertakings – Swinburn and Co. Solicitors. 

 

3. Domestic and JP – Berry Poggi Solicitors. 

 

We have spoken to the principals of these Firms. The solicitors are members of our 

Association. They opted out and should not be on the plan as the duty solicitors for the 

period. You will require to make alternate plans if you have not already done so. We are 

unaware if you have because you will not disclose the plan. As per your colleague’s 

communication, those impacted by the COP26 revised plan will expect to be prioritised 

with an alternate week as soon as a slot becomes available. 
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I therefore look forward to hearing from you to clarify these issues. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 

Fiona McKinnon,  

President, 

On behalf of the Executive Committee of the Glasgow Bar Association  


