
Statement by the Glasgow Bar Association – 25th April 2022  
Boycott of s1 Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Act 2018 cases  
  

From 3rd May 2022, members of the Glasgow Bar Association shall no longer accept 
instructions in summary cases involving a charge brought under s1 of the Domestic Abuse 
(Scotland) Act 2018 where the accused seeks legal aid.    
  
In our recent survey, criminal members voted almost unanimously to take further action on 
top of refusing court appointments.  They were polled on whether they would refuse s1 
DASA cases, summary sexual offences and to participate in the duty scheme.  This action is 
coordinated across all Sheriffdoms and Sheriff Courts in Scotland and the option which has 
received the most support is that of refusing to act in s1 DASA cases.  At the time of writing 
only 2 courts of the 39 across the country have to confirm their support and it is anticipated 
that they shall join this action imminently.  This, in tandem with refusing court 
appointments, represents a significant escalation in action and has already led the 
government to seek further talks on the future of legal aid.  
  

Across the country, the feeling is that these cases are far too complex and lengthy to 
undertake for a fixed fee, the basis of which was set in 1999.  The government produced this 
new legislation in 2018 and have funded the Crown and the Judiciary significantly in the 
period since then.  The defence has seen very little investment in that time, save for minor 
fee increases which do little to keep pace with inflation.  With the numbers of solicitors 
leaving the defence bar for more lucrative careers with the Crown, private practice and the 
Judiciary, drastic action is required on the part of the government to resolve this impasse 
and protect the future of the independent defence bar.  
  

The GBA recognises that this action will affect complainers in domestic abuse cases.  It will 
also affect accused and mean that they are likely to spend significantly longer on bail than 
would previously have been the case.  As defence lawyers we see it as part of our job to 
assist the most vulnerable in society and therefore refusing to act in any case is a difficult 
decision.  However, these cases are simply no longer financially viable to take on and we 
cannot be expected to run businesses for fees which are, in real terms, around half of what 
they were in 1999.  
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